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Prime Learning Challenge: Who was Guy Fawkes and how does he affect us today?
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Key facts: Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder Plot

— The gunpowder plot was a plan to blow up the Houses of Parliament in London
and kill King James .

—  King James I was due to hold a ceremony on 5" November in 1605 in the Houses
of Parliament, where the government meets to discuss politics.

— The plotters were led by a man called Robert Catesby and included Guy Fawkes
and Thomas Percy.

— They were angry at the bad treatment of Catholics by the Protestant king.

They rented a cellar that ran under the parliament building.

The plotters filled the cellar with 36 barrels of explosive gunpowder, which they

sneaked in at night.

The plot was discovered when a letter from an unknown person warned a politician
called Lord Monteagle to stay at home so he would not be hurt in the explosion.

The king’s men found Guy Fawkes in the middle of preparing the gunpowder in the
cellar.

The other plotters were caught a few days later.




Key Facts: Guy Fawkes night

—  Guy Fawkes night, or Bonfire Night, is celebrated on 5" November, the date on — Firework displays are a reminder of the explosion that the plotters hoped to set off.

which the gunpowder plotters were arrested. — The plot is also remembered through traditions in the Houses of Parliament itself.

—  After the king escaped being killed in the gunpowder plot in 1605, people were

‘ — After a general election, the monarch conducts the ceremony called the State
encouraged to light bonfires to celebrate.

Opening of Parliament.
—  The tradition has lasted until this day.

— Before she starts the ceremony, her bodyquards act a search for gunpowder in the
— Some people burn figures called ‘Guys’, named after Guy Fawkes.

cellars in the Houses of Parliament.

. Thomas Percy Guy Fawkes

The Conspirators The Houses of Parliament



https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.getyourguide.com/london-l57/london-westminster-tour-and-houses-of-parliament-entrance-t296175/&psig=AOvVaw2KAa9EZC9ssL6SkT4dXGh9&ust=1588812969536000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPjaut2DnukCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD

